. Nocardioform organisms within the alveolar exudate form irregular hyphae-like structures with occasional branching (arrow), Gomori's methenamine silver. Bar = 10 m. of the organism is necessary for accurate diagno~is.~ Nocardioform actinomycetes rarely are diagnosed as primary pathogens in mammalian Often they are isolated as environmental contaminants and not considered pathogenic. The isolation in pure culture of bacteria morphologically similar to those seen in the inflammation in affected tissues demonstrates that R. rubropertinctus was a primary pathogen in this abortion and not a contaminant.
Because of the conformation changes that occur in the perineum of the aged mare that lead to contamination of the vagina, and due to the lack of a well-formed muscular cervix in mares, most bacterial infections enter the pregnant equine uterus through the cervix.' Partial prolapse of the cervix of this mare during the episode of colic probably favored the organism's invasion of the uterus. At necropsy, small intestine cranial and caudal to the anastomosis site was hemorrhagic and necrotic. There was moderate diffuse mucosal edema of the cecum and large colon. A discrete, ovoid, tan (1-cm diameter) mass dorsal to the caudal metencephalon and cranioventral to the cerebellum at the level of the fourth ventricle ( Fig. 1) was an incidental finding. Tissues were fixed in 10% buffered formalin, processed routinely, sectioned at 4 pm, and stained with hematoxylin and eosin (HE).
Histologically, the mass was composed of well-differentiated adipocytes invested by a thin fibrous capsule that extended from the markedly thickened pia mater overlying normal cerebellar folia (Fig. 2) . A diagnosis of meningeal lipoma was made. The adjacent neuroparenchyma was grossly and histologically normal. Additional lipomas were not present in this horse.
Lipomas are most common in the dog, but occur less frequently in cows and horses and are considered rare in cats, sheep, and pigs.6 In the horse, pedunculated lipomas develop in the mesentery, and, on occasion, can cause strangulation of the intestine.' Multiple abdominal lipomas have also been described in COWS,^ as have hepatic lipomas in cats.2 A congenital meningeal lipoma has been described in a sheep,3 while intracranial lipomas have been documented in man1 and ~a t t l e .~ An intradural spinal lipoma arising from the pia mater has been reported in a pig.4
